
UHS Band Disney Trip Meeting – January 7, 2020 
 
Preliminary Itinerary Discussion (UHS Band Director Mark Palmer) 
 

• It is 2½ months to go, so there are still some things to iron out. 
 

• Band members will bring luggage the day before we leave. People can have one large standard 
size suitcase and one carry-on. The day of the trip band members will come to school, then after 
school the band will load and board the buses. Based on past years, it will be about 3:30 p.m. 
There are three charter buses everything must be on them. 

 

• Dinner break in Beckley at about 6:30 p.m. Around 11 p.m., couple separate, lights out, quiet 
time. During the night there will be comfort stops for the drivers. 

 

• On Friday, the band will arrive at Disney World between 9 and 10 a.m. The band will go directly 
to Hollywood Studios and spend the day there. The band will stay through the nighttime show,  
then come back and check into the hotel. 

 

• On Saturday, the band will go to the Magic Kingdom. The band is doing the morning parade 
which is about 10:30 a.m. That way, the band can dress at the hotel, then the band will have the 
day free. The band stay through the fireworks show, leaving the park about 9:30 p.m. and 
returning to the hotel about 10 p.m.  

 
• On Sunday, the band will go to Universal Studios and spend the entire day there. The band leave 

at about 10 p.m. and travel back afterwards. Meal vouchers will be given out at the park. The 
band will arrive back at school between 230 and 3 PM – around the time school lets out. 

 

• Tuesday is a normal school day; students are not exempt that day. Students are exempt from 
classes on Friday and Monday during the trip. 
 

• Band members with any special circumstances (staying longer, travelling down with family 
earlier, etc.) need to let the band know as quickly as possible. The band will say yes  – but 
everyone must be accounted for. 

 
Fees Information (UHS Band Director Mark Palmer and UHS Band Boosters President Kim Robinson) 
 

• Final payment of $160 is due January 16.  
 

• It is important to pay on time, unless arrangements have been made. We can work with people 
if we know there is an issue. 

 
• The last possible day is January 25. If payment is not received by then, band members persons 

will be removed from the trip and receive a refund. 
 

• The band must pay final fees to travel agency February 1.  
 

• Check with Treasurer Matt Turner to find out current balances and to pay remaining fees. 



 
Trip Rules (UHS Band Director Mark Palmer) 

• Things are magnified. Band members will need to to be diligent listen to chaperones, and do 
things immediately.  
 

• Band members must remember they are representing the school, the community, the state. So 
they should be on their best behavior. 

 
• As a reminder – though this has never come up and is not expected to -- anything that occurs 

that is illegal and the band will let the police handle. 
 
Practices (UHS Band Director Mark Palmer) 
 

• Before the trip, there will be a couple of afterschool practices.  
 

• The band will work with the athletic department to minimize conflicts.  
 

• Everyone who is going must participate in the rehearsals.   
 

• It is anticipated that these will be typical marching rehearsals (and will have to practice more 
than left turns). It is expected the band will know the music by that point.  

 
Chaperone Information (UHS Band Boosters President Kim Robinson)  
 

• Chaperones should send a snapshot and their cell phone number to Kim (304-322-1442; 
kmrobinson77@frontier.com). The students being supervised by each chaperone will have a 
card with their chaperone’s picture and phone number.  We want to get the cards done before 
the trip (rather than the day of the trip). 

 

• Our chaperones are wonderful. We’ll be taking great care of your kids like they are our kids. 
Email or text Kim with any questions. 

 
Disney Information (Angie Turner and Shelly Herter)  
 

• Students will be issued their Magic Bands upon arrival at the park. (They will expected to all be 
red for the UHS Band). These are bands are worn throughout the stay at Disney. They are the 
room key, the park ticket, the food passes – and for the chaperones will be used for the Memory 
Maker (see below).  It will not be possible to add credit card information to the Magic Bands for 
band members. 

 

• Band members will have to scan a finger the first time they enter the park (similar to how 
students must scan a finger to enter UHS events). It is recommended they use the index 
(pointing) finger of their dominant hand. That way band members will remember what finger 
they have scanned , in case you have to do it again. 

 

• Band members should download and use the Disney Experience App for their smartphone. Once 
everyone has their room confirmation number and their ticket number, these will need to add 



that to the app. The information will be needed to make Fast Pass reservations which are 
included with the ticket. Band members will want to connect with the people in their room or 
group to make the reservations. (Note that Disney lists each room under a “lead” guest – so 
band members may need to use the name of someone else in their room to make the link with 
the app.)  

 

• Fast Pass reservations we made two months. At Hollywood Studios, it is one from Group A rides 
and two from Group B rides. At Magic Kingdom, it is three from the list of rides.  

 

• The band purchased a Photo Pass/Memory Maker for the trip. They are limited to linking 25 
people via the Magic Bands. Chaperones will be linked as the primary people, and Band 
members are asked to get photo card and NOT scan their bands when having photos taken. 
Then band members would use the photo card (number) for meet and greet events and at other 
spots in the park. Band members are advised to take a picture of the card with their smartphone 
so they will have their card number, so photos can be retrieved even if they lose their card.  
(Only exception:  On rides where there are photos, band members should tap your band – or if 
the chaperone is nearby have them tap their band – so we can try to get them.  Band members 
should be 'friends'/connected to their chaperone on the app so that hopefully photos from 
rides/bands will transfer to the account via their connection to the chaperone. ).  After the two 
Disney days, the photo cards will be collected by chaperones and someone will load them onto 
the Memory Maker account so anyone after the trip can access the photos and print for free.  
 

• Band members will need to carry everything with you in the parks. A small backpack can be 
taken on virtually every ride. 

 

• A Ziploc bag or a waterproof lanyard is recommended to ensure phones and other important 
items not get wet. 

 

• Carrying a poncho for rain is an individual choice. 
 

• Smartphones tend to drain quickly in the park. One way to deal with this is to buy a Fuel Rod 
from a park gift store for $30. These rods allow people to charge their phone on the go.  They 
can then be swapped for a new charged rod for free throughout your stay at Disney.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


